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The release of the Amnesty International report on March 5, 2026, titled "No One Came to My Rescue: 
Gang Rape, Sexual Slavery, and Mass Displacement of Women in Oromia, Ethiopia," has ignited a fierce 
debate regarding the integrity of human rights monitoring in conflict-affected regions. While the 
documentation of sexual and gender-based violence is a critical necessity in any international armed 
conflict, the methodology, framing, and singular focus of this specific briefing suggest a departure from 
rigorous investigative standards. The Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) High Command has characterized 
the findings as an "investigative failure, the weaponization of narrative, and a portrait of bias," alleging 
that the report effectively launders the reputation of state-sponsored death squads by taking 
government-curated propaganda at face value. This analysis serves as a comprehensive 
counter-assessment, evaluating the Amnesty International report against the backdrop of Ethiopian 
state-led counter-insurgency tactics, the existence of clandestine security committees, and the pervasive 
impact of communication blackouts on evidentiary reliability.   

 



The Geopolitical Context of the Oromia Conflict (2018–2026)  

 

 
To understand the flaws inherent in the March 2026 report, one must first examine the trajectory of the 
conflict in Oromia, Ethiopia's largest and most populous region. Since 2018, the transition of the Oromo 
Liberation Front (OLF) from an exiled movement to a domestic political entity has been fraught with 
tension. The subsequent split that gave rise to the OLA occurred in a climate of perceived betrayal 
regarding the implementation of political reforms. By 2019, Western and Southern Oromia became the 
epicenters of a non-international armed conflict (NIAC) characterized by fluid front lines and a 
proliferation of armed actors. 
 
The Ethiopian government, led by the Prosperity Party, has increasingly relied on a "military-first" 
strategy to suppress the OLA insurgency. This strategy involves the integration of formal military units, 
such as the Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENDF), with regional special forces, local militias, and 
irregular paramilitary groups known as "Gaachana Sirnaa" or "Regime Protectors". The complexity of this 
security architecture is a fundamental variable that the Amnesty report largely ignores, opting instead for 
a binary perpetrator-victim narrative that simplifies a highly multifaceted conflict environment. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Actor Group Composition Primary Function in Oromia COIN 
1 ENDF Federal Military Conventional warfare and high-altitude 

drone operations 
2 Oromia Special Police Regional Force Front-line combat and rural patrol 
3 Koree Nageenyaa Secretive Govt Committee Extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests, 

and narrative management 
4 Gaachana Sirnaa Local Paramilitary "Drying the ocean" tactics and grassroots 

surveillance 
6 Fano Militia Ethnic Amhara Militia Cross-border incursions and resource 

control 



Empirical Fragility: The Statistical Irrelevance of the Sample Size 

 

 

The March 2026 report draws sweeping conclusions about the OLA’s conduct—labeling their actions as 
potential war crimes and crimes against humanity—based on the investigation of exactly ten cases of 
sexual violence. While the individual accounts of survivors like Sebontu and Lalistu are harrowing, the 
leap from ten specific incidents in two districts (Sayo and Anfillo) to a systemic indictment of a regional 
insurgency is empirically unsound. 
 
In a region of 40 million people where conflict has raged for seven years, a sample size of ten is 
statistically insignificant for the purposes of establishing institutional policy or command-level intent. The 
report identifies nine survivors who alleged abuse by OLA fighters and one who was victimized by both 
an ENDF soldier and OLA members. However, it fails to establish a control group or provide a 
comparative analysis of the scale of violence perpetrated by state actors during the same period. This lack 
of proportionality is a hallmark of "selective reporting," wherein specific atrocities are amplified to 
overshadow the broader systemic violence of the state's "scorched earth" tactics. 
 
Furthermore, the report acknowledges that it conducted these interviews under a "communication and 
media blackout" and "censorship". In such environments, the probability of survivor accounts being 
curated or influenced by the dominant military power in the area—the Ethiopian government—is 
exceptionally high. The OLA’s rebuttal correctly points out that survivors deserve "more than global 
attention," arguing that anything less than a rigorous, multi-party investigation "weakens the very cause it 
purports to serve". 

Point-by-Point Rebuttal I: Methodological Weakness and 
Investigative Failure 
The OLA High Command's primary critique of the report centers on what it calls "methodological 
weakness" and "basic factual errors". A professional deconstruction of the Amnesty briefing reveals 
several critical failures in investigative protocol that support this assertion. 



Lack of Perpetrator Verification Mechanisms 

In a conflict where multiple groups operate in similar terrain using similar weaponry and, in many cases, 
similar attire, the identification of a perpetrator must go beyond the verbal testimony of a victim who was 
under extreme duress. The Amnesty report fails to provide evidence of forensic verification or 
cross-referencing with OLA command structures to determine if the alleged fighters were indeed 
members of the group or part of the state-sponsored "Gaachana Sirnaa" who are known to impersonate 
rebels. 
 
The probability of misattribution in the Kellem Wallaga zone can be modeled by considering the presence 
of "look-alike" forces. If P(A) represents the probability that an act was committed by the OLA and P(M) 
represents the probability that it was committed by a state-sponsored militia dressed as the OLA, the 
reporting organization must demonstrate that P(A) \gg P(M) through independent corroboration. 
However, the report’s reliance on remote interviews during a blackout suggests that P(M) was never 
seriously assessed.  

 

Remote Interview Limitations and Coercion Risks 

Amnesty International has a history of relying on remote interviews in Ethiopia when access is denied by 
the government. In the 2026 report, it is unclear how many of the ten survivors were interviewed in 
person versus remotely. Remote interviews in conflict zones are notoriously prone to "selection bias," 
where the only survivors reachable are those in government-controlled IDP camps or those provided by 
government-affiliated fixers. 
 
The OLA alleges that Amnesty is "taking the government’s propaganda at face value". This is particularly 
concerning given the documented existence of the "Koree Nageenyaa," which has been implicated in the 
coercion of witnesses and the fabrication of evidence to frame the OLA for atrocities. If the state controls 
the telecommunications infrastructure and the physical security of the survivors, any testimony obtained 
by an international NGO must be viewed through a lens of potential duress. 



Point-by-Point Rebuttal II: The Attribution Crisis and the "Koree 
Nageenyaa" 
The most significant omission in the Amnesty report is the failure to account for the "Koree Nageenyaa" 
(Security Committee), a secretive government body whose existence was exposed by a Reuters 
investigation in 2024. This committee, composed of high-ranking officials in the Oromia regional 
government, has been linked to hundreds of arbitrary arrests and dozens of extrajudicial killings. 
 
The "Koree Nageenyaa" represents a sophisticated mechanism for narrative control. One of its most 
notorious actions was the 2021 massacre of 14 Karrayyuu Oromo elders. For months, the Ethiopian 
government and state-aligned human rights monitors blamed the OLA for this massacre. It was only 
through courageous independent reporting that the truth emerged: the elders were executed by state 
security forces on the orders of the committee. By ignoring this precedent, the March 2026 Amnesty 
report demonstrates a lack of historical context. If the government has a proven track record of staging 
massacres and blaming the OLA, it is investigative negligence to report on new allegations without a 
robust framework for ruling out state-led provocation.  

 

 

 

The Role of "Gaachana Sirnaa" in the Attribution Crisis 

Closely linked to the "Koree Nageenyaa" is the "Gaachana Sirnaa" (Regime Protectors). These units are 
trained as the regime's "eyes and ears" at the local level and are integrated into the counter-insurgency 
effort. Because they often lack standardized uniforms and operate in the same rural "bush" areas as the 
OLA, their activities are frequently conflated with the insurgency. The OLA’s rebuttal argues that 
Amnesty is "actively laundering the reputation" of these death squads by attributing their violence to the 
rebels.  
 
 Attribution Factor OLA Insurgency State-Sponsored Proxies (Gaachana 

Sirnaa) 
1 Operational Area Rural bush/strongholds Local communities/Contact zones 
2 Command Structure OLF-OLA High Command Regional Prosperity Party/Koree 

Nageenyaa 
3 Documented Tactics Guerrilla warfare against ENDF Extrajudicial killings and "ocean 

drying" 
4 Uniformity Non-standard/Inconsistent Intentional overlap with rebel attire 
 



The "drying the ocean to kill the fish" doctrine mentioned in research material is critical here.  This 1

strategy, explicitly stated by government officials in 2022, aims to clear the civilian social base from 
which the OLA operates. Forced displacement, home burning, and sexual violence are documented 
components of this "necropolitical" approach. When the Amnesty report attributes these exact 
tactics—specifically the burning of homes and displacement—solely to the OLA, it ignores the primary 
strategic beneficiary of such actions: the Ethiopian state.  

 

 

Point-by-Point Rebuttal III: Weaponization of Narrative and 
Reputational Laundering 
The OLA’s accusation that the report is a "weaponization of narrative" suggests that human rights 
documentation is being used as a tool of political warfare. This occurs when reports are timed or framed 
to coincide with government offensives or to distract from state-led atrocities. 

The Timing of the Report 

The March 2026 report was released at a time when the Ethiopian government was facing increased 
international scrutiny for its drone campaign in Amhara and Oromia, which had resulted in scores of 
civilian deaths. By shifting the focus to OLA-attributed sexual violence, the Amnesty briefing provides 
the government with a "counter-narrative" to use in international forums. This is what the OLA refers to 
as "laundering the reputation of a state-sponsored death squad"—using the NGO’s credibility to validate 
the state's framing of the conflict.  

 

1 
https://oromiasupport.org/video/fekadu-tesema-fiqaaduu-tasammaa-head-of-the-oromia-region-prosperity-party-office-addresses-
oromia-region-parliament-in-adama-27-february-2021-at-the-end-of-this-1m-3s-clip-he-states-that-conce/  

https://oromiasupport.org/video/fekadu-tesema-fiqaaduu-tasammaa-head-of-the-oromia-region-prosperity-party-office-addresses-oromia-region-parliament-in-adama-27-february-2021-at-the-end-of-this-1m-3s-clip-he-states-that-conce/
https://oromiasupport.org/video/fekadu-tesema-fiqaaduu-tasammaa-head-of-the-oromia-region-prosperity-party-office-addresses-oromia-region-parliament-in-adama-27-february-2021-at-the-end-of-this-1m-3s-clip-he-states-that-conce/


The Singular Focus Problem 

Amnesty’s briefing focuses almost exclusively on OLA abuses in two districts, while the broader context 
of the region involves massive violations by federal and regional forces. Human rights reporting that 
isolates one actor’s abuses without providing the full context of the "landscape of instability" creates a 
distorted perception of responsibility. For instance, while the report mentions ten cases of rebel-led sexual 
violence, it provides no data on the hundreds of thousands of people displaced by ENDF drone strikes or 
the "Koree Nageenyaa" detention campaigns. 
 
This "singular focus" is a direct violation of the principle of impartiality that is supposed to guide human 
rights research. By elevating unconfirmed allegations against a non-state actor to the level of "war 
crimes" while remaining relatively silent on the state's technologically advanced campaign of aerial 
bombardment, Amnesty inadvertently supports the state's efforts to delegitimize the Oromo political 
cause.  

 

The Technical Reality of Communication Blackouts 

The Amnesty report claims that the atrocities were perpetrated "under the cover of darkness caused by a 
communication and media blackout". However, the report fails to mention that these blackouts are 
exclusively imposed by the Ethiopian federal and regional governments, who control Ethio Telecom. 
These blackouts are not merely a "condition" of the conflict; they are a weapon of war used to facilitate 
state atrocities and impede the collection of accurate human rights data. 
 
Research into "Hatetags" and digital infrastructures of conflict reveals that when physical access is 
blocked, the digital space becomes a primary site for narrative contestation. The Ethiopian government 
uses these blackouts to create an information vacuum that it then fills with state-aligned narratives. If 
Amnesty International acknowledges that the blackout makes it "nearly impossible" to uncover the true 
extent of abuses, it must logically follow that any report produced during such a blackout is at high risk of 
being manipulated. 
 
The OLA’s rebuttal highlights that anything less than global attention to the state’s role in these blackouts 
"weakens the very cause" of human rights. By focusing on OLA conduct during a state-imposed blackout, 
the report effectively rewards the government for its censorship by only reporting on the narratives the 
state allows to filter through.  



 

Comparative Conduct: Drone Warfare and State Responsibility 

While the Amnesty report focuses on ground-level violence, the broader security situation in 2025 and 
2026 has been defined by the ENDF’s escalating use of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs). The 
inauguration of the SkyWin Aeronautics Industries facility in Addis Ababa in March 2025 signaled a new 
phase of state-led violence, where drones assembled from Chinese components are used to target civilian 
infrastructure. 
 
Reports from early 2026 document drone strikes hitting fuel markets, health facilities, and residential 
areas in Oromia and Amhara.  
 
No. Incident Date Target Type Location Casualties 
1 January 15, 2026 Militia Encampment 

(Pro-govt) 
Waghemira, Amhara 36-40 killed 

("Mistake strike") 
2 February 2026 Residential House North Shewa Pregnant woman and 

child killed 
3 February 20, 2026 East Gojjam Residential Area 16 killed, including 

children 
4 Early March 2026 Nomadic 

Community 
Southern Djibouti 
border 

Multiple children 
killed/injured 

 

This aerial campaign is a form of "asymmetric violence" that far exceeds the capability of the OLA. Yet, 
the Amnesty report devotes its primary resources to investigating ten cases of sexual violence that 
occurred between 2020 and 2024, rather than the immediate and massive civilian harm caused by the 
state's 2026 drone offensive. This choice of focus suggests a bias toward documenting abuses that can be 
blamed on non-state actors while the state's use of advanced military technology to terrorize populations 
is treated as a secondary concern.  

 

 



Point-by-Point Rebuttal IV: The Rules of Engagement and Code of 
Conduct  

 

 
A critical point of disagreement between the Amnesty report and the OLA High Command is the group's 
institutional stance on human rights. The report calls on the OLA to "immediately issue an order to all its 
fighters to respect international humanitarian law". The OLA responds that such orders already exist and 
that their "war is not against the people" but against the "brutal regime that has occupied and oppressed 
the nation". 
 
The OLA claims its rules of engagement are strictly limited to targeting government forces. Furthermore, 
the group points to its past cooperation with international bodies to correct false reports. In 2023, after the 
European Peace Institute (EPI) issued a report containing unconfirmed allegations against the OLA, the 
group provided a detailed analysis that led the EPI to acknowledge methodological flaws and issue a 
formal apology. This precedent suggests that when the OLA is given a fair opportunity to engage with 
researchers, its institutional commitment to IHL is verifiable. The March 2026 Amnesty report, by 
contrast, appears to have been produced without a similar level of engagement, leading to the 
"Investigative failure" cited in the rebuttal. 

The Arsi Zone and the Disinformation Cycle 

The "weaponization of narrative" is further evidenced by recent events in the Arsi Zone of Oromia. In 
early March 2026, the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC) accused the OLA of a massacre 
targeting Orthodox Christian civilians. The OLA immediately refuted these accusations, alleging that 
"government-affiliated forces or mercenaries" carried out the attacks to incite religious and ethnic conflict 
between Oromo and Amhara communities. 
 
The OLA’s statement on the Arsi massacre highlights a recurring theme: the state exploits fault lines to 
"set the country's peoples" against each other. By citing political rhetoric from Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed that warns of "the North" coming to take Oromo opportunities, the OLA suggests that the state is 
the primary agent of social division. The Amnesty report, by focusing on the Sayo and Anfillo woredas, 
fails to address how these regional incidents in Arsi fit into a broader state strategy of "provocation and 
blame".  

 



Analysis of International Humanitarian Law (IHL) Application 

The Amnesty report concludes that the OLA-government conflict qualifies as a non-international armed 
conflict (NIAC) and is governed by Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions and Additional 
Protocol II. While this legal framework is correct, its application is asymmetrical. Common Article 3 
prohibits "violence to life and person" and "outrages upon personal dignity," including sexual violence. 
However, it also requires that "regularly constituted courts" provide judicial guarantees. 
 
The report ignores that the state's judicial system has been functionally replaced in Oromia by the "Koree 
Nageenyaa," which operates outside of any legal framework. When the state itself has abandoned the 
"judicial guarantees" required by IHL, its ability to "investigate" the OLA—as Amnesty demands—is a 
legal impossibility. A state that uses secret committees to order executions cannot be the arbiter of justice 
for victims of sexual violence. Therefore, Amnesty’s recommendations are not only politically naive but 
legally flawed, as they reinforce the authority of the very institutions responsible for the region's 
lawlessness.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Synthesis of the Counter-Narrative: Lessons for Human Rights Forensics 

The comprehensive deconstruction of the March 2026 Amnesty International report reveals that the 
document is less an objective investigation and more a product of the "weaponization of narrative." The 
following table synthesizes the core points of the counter-article. 
 
 Report Claim Counter-Perspective / Evidence 
1 Systemic OLA Sexual Violence Based on a statistically irrelevant sample of 10 cases. 
2 OLA Responsibility for Displacement Displacement is a primary goal of the state's "drying the 

ocean" strategy. 
3 Need for State Investigations State judicial bodies are controlled by the "Koree 

Nageenyaa" death squads. 
4 Evidence from Blackout Zones High risk of state-curated testimony and remote 

interview bias. 
5 Perpetrator Identification Ignored role of "Gaachana Sirnaa" proxies and rebel 

impersonation. 
 
The OLA’s rebuttal that Amnesty is "laundering the reputation" of the state is a serious charge that finds 
significant support in the empirical reality of the 2026 conflict. In an environment where the state uses 
drones to bomb markets, secret committees to execute elders, and blackouts to hide the evidence, a human 
rights report that focuses on ten unverified cases of rebel abuse is a distraction from the structural reality 
of state terrorism. 
 
To achieve true justice for the survivors of sexual violence in Oromia, international organizations must 
move beyond the "propaganda at face value" approach. They must demand an independent international 
investigative mechanism that has the power to bypass state censorship and investigate all actors, including 
the "Koree Nageenyaa" and the "Gaachana Sirnaa." Until such a mechanism exists, reports like the March 
2026 Amnesty briefing will continue to be viewed as an "investigative failure" that inadvertently serves 
the interests of the very regime that has "occupied and oppressed" the Oromo people for generations.   

 

 

DIGITAL OROMIA 
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